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We are delighted to welcome you to the first SEAQUEST newsletter!

SEAQUEST - Seagrass Education for children towards Awareness QUotient for
Environmental SusTainability is an EU-funded project dedicated to strengthening seagrass
literacy in primary education across Europe. By inspiring young learners and educators,
SEAQUEST aims to foster environmental awareness and stewardship while contributing to
global conservation efforts.

Our goal is to bring high-quality seagrass knowledge into primary schools throughout
Europe, with a special focus on the project partner countries: Greece, Cyprus, Denmark,
Belgium, and Portugal.

1. Building on Strong Foundations

The SEAQUEST project builds on a rich legacy of work in seagrass research, conservation,

and education, including valuable contributions from consortium partners such as
Democritus University of Thrace (DUTH) and Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH). A
key milestone in this journey was the development of the six essential Seagrass Principles

and a set of 31 fundamental concepts. Together, these form the basis of what we now refer to
as seagrass literacy.

Seagrasses are unique plants.

Seagrasses form extensive underwater meadows.

Seagrasses support a great diversity of life.

Seagrasses stabilize the seabed, improve water quality, and store carbon.
Seagrasses and humans are inextricably interconnected.

Seagrasses are largely unexplored.
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You can learn more about these principles in the publication: Apostoloumi, C., Malea, P.,
Kevrekidis, T. (2021). Marine Pollution Bulletin, 173, 112936.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpolbul.2021.112936
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https://seaquestproject.eu/
https://seaquestproject.eu/partners/dimokritio-panepistimio-thrakis-duth/
https://seaquestproject.eu/partners/aristotelio-panepistimio-thessalonikis/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpolbul.2021.112936
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2. Understanding the State of Seagrass Literacy in
Europe

During the first year of the project, SEAQUEST carried out extensive desk and field
research to assess the current state of seagrass literacy in primary education across Europe.

o Desk research reviewed academic articles, reports, official documents, best
practices, and case studies.

o Field research in partner countries focused on identifying gaps in knowledge,
understanding, and common misconceptions about seagrasses among primary school
students, teachers, teacher trainers, and researchers.

This work helped us critically shape the focus and direction of the project.

o Describe the current situation of seagrass literacy in primary education in partner
countries and across Europe.

o Identify gaps in knowledge, understanding, and misconceptions related to seagrasses.

e Combine desk and field research findings to critically frame SEAQUEST’s educational
approach.

3. State of the Art Report Now Available

We are pleased to announce that the findings from desk and field research in five
countries — Greece, Cyprus, Denmark, Belgium, and Portugal — have now been brought
together in the SEAQUEST State of the Art Report. The report was compiled by our Cyprus
partner STANDOUTEDU and has been translated into four project languages for easier access.

& You can access the report here.

We encourage you to explore the report to learn more about the current state of seagrass
education and literacy across Europe and to follow SEAQUEST as we continue working
towards a more ocean-literate future.
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https://seaquestproject.eu/partners/stando-ltd/
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